‘Safe and Sustainable Travel in Standish’
‘A costed programme of works to a) make the B4008 between Horsemarling Lane and Little
Haresfield safer for all non-motorised users and b) repairing and improving selected multiuser tracks and off-road routes for safer commuting and outdoor leisure activities.

Part One
Making the B4008 Safer for Non-Motorised Users
(Second Consultation)
(28-MAR-17)

A Feasibility Study commissioned by Standish Parish Council and funded by the
Gloucestershire Police Commissioner’s Fund - Safe and Social Driving in Gloucestershire.
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Executive Summary – Project Overview
The purpose of this Feasibility Study is to provide Standish Parish Council with a set of researched and
costed ‘Project Ready’ schemes that contain ‘sufficient material and evidence for the submission of a
funding application to Stroud District Council re. Section 106 support and to a range of other potential
funding bodies’.
Part One, (this document) addresses the need to make the B4008 safer for non-motorised users,
including pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders and the less able.
Part Two, (a separate document) focuses on the creation of a network of on- and off-road Multi User
Rights of Way for ‘green’ commuting and better managed and more secure access to the countryside.
This report therefore focuses on proposals and the potential costs (April 2017 prices) for works designed
to make the B4008 safer for non-motorised users, the delivery of which will depend upon:
a) The eligibility of the works (in part or in whole) for Gloucestershire County Council Highways
Approved Match Funding, especially the ‘50/50 Highways-Your Way Community’ initiative;
b) the ability of Standish Parish Council to secure the required ‘Match Funding’ and;
c) the capacity of Gloucestershire Highways to provide its share of the match funding and the
inclusion of the project(s) in its work programme.
All projects have been costed using current estimated prices as provided by Gloucestershire County
Council Highways and, if funding is secured, all works will be carried out by their approved contractors,
making the installations, as far as is possible, maintenance free.
Appendix One (a separate document) provides an overview of the potential grant-giving organisations
that could provide the required finance for the implementation of these works.
Note.
It is not possible, at this stage, to foresee if and when opportunities for submitting these joint funding
schemes will become available, but the research, costings and in-principle agreements achieved during
the production of this Feasibility Study and the ‘Project Ready’ schemes it contains will enable any such
opportunities to be speedily exploited by Standish Parish Council.
Technical Advice and Public Consultation
Previous drafts of this document has been shaped and informed by the views of local residents, farmers
and landowners as well as technical advice given by Gloucestershire County Council Highways and Public
Rights of Way Officers.
But this process is not yet complete because a meeting of affected farmers / landowners is not possible
until the middle of April 2017, after which a Final Report will be produced.
Other comments and feedback are also most welcome during this period and should be sent to the
report coordinator, Philip Cooke (contact information on previous page).
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Executive Summary – Financial Overview
The proposed works to make the B4008 safer for non-motorised users are outlined below, in
approximate order of relative importance and deliverability.
Ref. Description

Est. Cost

From Stroud Green (north) to Little Haresfield (approx. 1,700m)
The repair and improvement of the existing side of road footpath/pavement on
the east side of the B4008 between Stroud Green and Little Haresfield.
1.1
Basis of Costing:
To repair and, where possible, widen the existing path, cut back vegetation and
install flexible bollards and additional road signage where needed @ approx £50
per linear metre = £85,000.
1.2

From Horsemarling Lane (north) to Stroud Green (approx 1,200m)
The construction of a new side of road footpath/pavement on the east side of the
B4008 between Stroud Green and Horsemarling Lane.
Basis of Costing:
To construct a suitable hard surface side of road path 1.5m – 2.0 m wide multi-user
path on the east side of the B4008 between Horsemarling Lane and Stroud Green
@ approx. £115 (min) per linear metre = £138,000.

1.4

£85,000

£138,000

Traffic Calming Measures
This stretch of the B4008 contains three dangerous Junctions situated on
unsighted 90° bends at Little Haresfield, Standish Church and Stroud Green.
These sections of the B4008 would benefit from the introduction of additional
traffic calming measures and speed reduction signs etc to improve the safety of
non-motorised users, especially where needing to cross roads.
Traffic calming will also require additional street lighting
Basis of Costing :
Three raised junctions (Little Haresfield, Standish and Stroud Green) with crossing
points and, wherever possible, associated works such as coloured surfacing,
vertical disruption measures and additional warning signs @£40,000 each (subject
to survey).
Estimated Cost, all Highways

120,000
£343,000

Note:
These figures are ‘best estimates’ and the most accurate costs available from initial inspections, but they
are subject to more detailed site specific surveys.
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1. Background Information
1.1 Exemplar Projects
The need to make roads safer for non-motorised users is a problem shared by many rural communities
and this section describes three approaches that have been successfully introduced in similar
circumstances to those that are currently affecting the Parish of Standish and related communities.
1.1 a) West Oxfordshire
In Oxfordshire, a 580 metre long section of
roadside verge provided an important link
between two bridleways, but an overgrown
120 metre long footpath forced users to go
onto a narrow road with fast moving traffic.
Oxfordshire Countryside Service Rights of Way
and Highway Departments then transformed
this previously unusable verge into a multiuser track that pedestrians, cyclists and horse
riders could use in much greater safety.
The Council widening the verge, constructed a stoned surface on the same level as the road (no kerb),
cut back vegetation and installed bollards where needed. Road signage also alerted road users of the
presence of horseriders and cyclists and, although the width of the new installed track varies between
1.5 and 1.8 metres is not ideal, it has proved a practical and effective compromise. Costs of
approximately £18,000 were provided by the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund.
1.1 b) The Forest of Dean Greenway
The Forest of Dean Greenway is a network of recently constructed (2013) on- and off-road multi-user
tracks through forest and farmland designed to enable walkers, cyclists, horse riders and, where
possible, carriage drivers, to travel more freely and with more safety through forest and farmland areas.
The project includes c. 50 miles of new and existing public rights of way (called Greenways) and side of
road tracks. Great care was taken to protect adjacent farmland and to protect crops and sensitive forest
environments from damage by cyclists and horse riders, cars and, especially motorcycles. See below.

Reinforced surfaces at secured entry points

Additional measures against motorcycle access.
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The project was financed by grants totalling £91,000 (£75,570 from the Forest of Dean Local Action
Group, and £15,000 from the Gloucestershire Environmental Trust/ Landfill Communities Fund).

1.2 Land Ownership, Permissions and Legal Issues
Gloucestershire County Council is responsible for the maintenance of the B4008 and other non-trunk
roads in the study area as well as the (surface of) roadside footpaths, pavements and verges and this
project has been developed in close consultation with appropriate officers.
The County Council also owns large areas of adjacent land, farmed under tenancy agreements which
provide ‘Exclusive Rights of Possession’ to the tenant farmers and any proposed work will need to have
the agreement of the tenant/occupier.
If such permissions are needed, we will endeavour to use the Expressed Dedication at Common Law
(EDCL) procedure, whereby a landowner can freely agree the creation of such a Public Right of Way, in
perpetuity, and a one-off compensation payment is made.
Note. EDCL is the legal process by which a landowner may expressly dedicate a Right of Way over his or
her land. It is a unilateral act on the part of the landowner, (only the freeholder can dedicate expressly,
but we would also seek consent from any affected tenancy) and the route has been installed to his/her
satisfaction and complies with Gloucestershire PROW standards especially re. future maintenance.
Using the Trails Trust (www.thetrailstrust.org.uk) methodology, consenting landowners are eligible for a
compensation payment, currently c. £5/linear metre of the route, which reflects the loss of economic
benefit. The landowner’s permission remains ‘In Principle’ until he/she receives the compensation.
‘Like For Like’
All new or repaired PRoW’s and any new gates, fences etc. will be installed to GCC PRoW standards
designed to make them, as far as possible, maintenance free. See Appendix A.
We also intend, wherever possible, and with landowners agreement, to repair or replace damaged
footpaths and PRoWs on a ‘Like For Like’ basis with tracks of similar width but with a much higher
quality and more robust surface, if needed.
These proposals are designed to create well-defined and properly secured multi-user tracks and to
protect adjacent crops and productive farmland from trespass caused by blocked paths, etc.

1.3 Public Policy and Strategy
This project is supported by a range of national and local government policies and voluntary sector
organisation for improving road safety and physical and mental wellbeing, as summarised below.
- The Standish Parish Council Parish Plan 2009 describes how local residents saw improving safety
on the B4008 as a priority issue, saying: “Young people cannot cycle to school. Residents are
frightened to cycle or walk to Stonehouse and horse riders cannot access bridleways.”
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- The Mid Cotswold Tracks & Trails Group held an Open Day at Nupend in 2008 which specifically
identified securing improvements to the B4008 and the surrounding area as a key local issue.
- Stroud District Council’s Health and Well Being Strategy acknowledges that Stroud is ‘worse than
average for physical activity amongst 5-16 year olds’… and it ‘will work to reduce obesity’.
- The Gloucestershire County Council Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 says; ‘Providing opportunities
for children to walk or cycle to school safely provides an opportunity for exercise and can help to
establish good habits which will be continued into later life….
- It is desirable that pedestrian, cycle and horse riding routes are integrated with the road network,
ideally ensuring that the path network is cohesive…. along with … the provision of well-maintained
verges for horse riders and walkers, especially where they provide links between sections of the
PROW network.
- Where new developments are planned with increased traffic implications, their impact on any
existing paths or road crossing points should be considered.’
Note: John Lane, Lead PRoW Officer for Gloucestershire County Council has written in support of
this project, saying:
“There is a proven need for provision of off-road facilities for equestrian users and to link up the
disjointed bridleway network. Gloucestershire County Council is keen to work with external partners
to provide them… such routes should also cater for walkers, cyclists and less able users.
In principle, I am happy to look at the options to provide a route which can be maintained for the
future. This could be by way of a creation order, requiring the consent of the various landowners,
similar to the Forest of Dean Greenways Project.”
- The Cotswold Conservation Board says ‘An adequate network is needed for walkers, cyclists, (onand off-road), horseriders and carriage drivers. With the ever increasing motorised speed and
volume, the importance of addressing PRoW access and the needs of ‘vulnerable non-motorised
users’ cannot be overestimated and ‘improved off-road multi-user networks will reduce the number
of vulnerable users on the roads.’
- The Highways Act 1980 (71) says; “It is the duty of a Highway Authority to provide in or by the side
of a Highway …. An adequate grass carriageway or other margins as part of the Highway.”
- The Act also requires all local authorities to: “plan and provide a comprehensive network of routes
for walking, cycling and other modes of transport involving physical activity.”
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2. The B4008 – a Busy, Important and Dangerous Road
The B4008 between Stonehouse and Gloucester has a speed limit of 50 mph and it is heavily used by
fast moving traffic, making it dangerous and unpleasant for all non-motorised users, especially at night
when the carriageway between Horsemarling Lane and the Javelin Business Park is completely unlit.
This section of the B4008 already experiences a high number of serious accidents (see overleaf) – a
situation that will become even more serious when several confirmed and potential commercial,
industrial, sporting and housing developments come on stream at both ends of this road, adding to both
traffic volume and loadings.
A side-of–road pavement is in place between Little Haresfield and Stroud Green, but it is narrow,
uneven and overgrown. It is unsuitable and dangerous for pedestrians (especially families and children
en-route to local schools, the less able and people with disabilities), cyclists and horse riders.
Between Horsemarling Lane and Stroud Green, and then from Little Haresfield to the Parish Boundary,
there is no side of road verge/footpath at all and crossing the B4008 at any point is very dangerous,
especially at the three junctions located on sharp bends at Little Haresfield, Standish Church and Stroud
Green.
The following Accident Map (dated 2014) clearly identifies the B4008 between Stonehouse and
Haresfield as a significantly dangerous road.
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Also, local residents believe that this Accident Map significantly underestimates the number of serious
incidents that have taken place along this stretch of road, especially near the railway bridge and at
Crowcomepill where rainwater frequently cascades across and then floods the carriageway.

The dangerous nature of the B4008 also impacts on the following resident groups and businesses:
 Residents living on, or near, the B4008 wishing to access local services in Stonehouse
 Schoolchildren living on or near the B4008 travelling to school in Stonehouse
 Local residents wishing to visit and use the Parish Hall at Standish
 Local resident wishing to attend church at St Nichol’s Church Standish
 Customers/clients wishing to visit businesses along the B4008, comprising:
- Oak Tree Farm
- Horsemarling farm
- Standish Court Farm
- Standish Osteopath Service
- Standish Village Hall
- Stock’s Farm
- Stroud Green farm
- The Arboricultural Association
- Winston House Cookery School, Standish Court
The Unwanted Headlines Continue…
Jun 2016
Feb 2016
Jul 2013
Jan 2009
Nov 2005

Police seek driver who fled scene of two car crash in Standish
B4008 flooded near to Standish Church
The B4008 at Standish is closed whilst the emergency services respond to a collision
Another accident on the B4008
Three people die in accident on the B4008 at Standish
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3. Proposals for the B4008

Scale: approx 2.5 inches / mile
3.1 From Stroud Green to Little Haresfield
This section is, by far, the most dangerous part of the B4008, with sweeping blind bends, unsighted
junctions and an uneven, twisting road bridge over the main Gloucester to Bristol railway line.
Whilst this is a highly dangerous stretch of road, it has the benefit of a relatively continuous pavement
already in place alongside the carriageway. But this pavement is generally in need of repair, widening
and the cutting back of overgrowing vegetation.
Proposed works include the repair and improvement of the existing side of road pavement/multi-user
path on the east side of the B4008 between Stroud Green and Little Haresfield including, cutting back
vegetation and install flexible bollards and additional road signage where needed @ approx £50 per
linear metre = £85,000.

3.2 From Horsemarling Lane (east) to Stroud Green
Although this first section of the B4008 is relatively safe and straight, there is a complete absence of any
form of off-road path, pavement, verge or multi-user track available for non-motorised users between
Horsemarling lane and Oxlynch Lane at Stroud Green.
We have discussed with GCC Officers the possibility of constructing a 3m wide PROW/ Multi User Track
along this stretch of the B4008 and their informed opinion and advice is that would be extremely

10

difficult to construct such a track and prohibitively expensive. Neither do they believe that the volume of
non-motorised traffic along the B4008 would justify such works.
The Proposed works therefore include the construction of a new side of road multi user path /
pavement on the east side of the B4008 between Stroud Green and Horsemarling Lane, c. 1.5m – 2.0 m
wide according to local conditions and approx 1,200m in length @ £115 per linear metre = £138,000.

3.3 Traffic Calming Measures
This stretch of the B4008 includes three very dangerous Junctions which are located on unsighted 90°
bends at Little Haresfield, Standish Church and Stroud Green, where, together with the railway bridge,
the majority of road traffic accidents occur.
The junction where Standish Lane meets the B4008 is especially hazardous (see accidents map) as it has
to be negotiated by users of Standish Village Hall and St Nicholas Church as well as vehicles using
Standish Lane to connect with the A38 and then the M5. Crossing this road, from the footpath to
Standish Court is highly dangerous.
These junctions are already announced by road markings but they would also benefit from the
introduction of additional traffic calming measures such as surface treatments, raised surfaces and
additional speed reduction signs etc. in order to make them safer for non-motorised users.

Gateway road signs and ‘dragons teeth’

Textured surfacing and ‘virtual’ road humps

The proposed works include the introduction of additional traffic calming measures and speed
reduction signs etc to reduce traffic speed at these junctions and alert drivers of the presence of nonmotorised users, using coloured surfacing, vertical disruption measures, additional road signing and
improved lighting @£40,000 per junction.
Note: We do not, at this stage, seek to improve the final section (c. 400 yards) of the B4008 from Little
Haresfield travelling north to the Parish Boundary as there is no side of road verge or path in place along
this stretch of road until it reaches Javelin Business Park, where a cycle path from Quedgeley abruptly
terminates.
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4. Next Stages and Future Work
Standish Parish Council will continue to work closely with the Gloucestershire Highways Manager –
Stroud Area in order to explore any and all possible funding sources for the highways-related works
described in this report.
If such opportunities do arise, more detailed consultation will be undertaken with all affected properties
and communities as part of the implementation programme.
Gloucestershire County Council is currently reaching out to local communities for such joint funded, high
local priority highways schemes, see below and or visit:
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/6775/gcc_1248_highways_your_way_booklet_a5_web-65573.pdf
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Appendix – A Summary of Consultation Feedback (to date)
The following comments and observations have been received in response to our consultation with local
farmers and residents. This is an ongoing process and additional feedback will be included in the Final
Report.
The names of these respondents have not been included and the numbers in brackets indicate the
number of times a comment, or similar comments, have been mentioned by respondents. The
comments have been edited for conciseness and structure in good faith.
Local Residents…
The main problem is the speed of the traffic, especially buses and lorries which almost knock me off my
feet… The B4008 is virtually out of the question for walkers, cyclists and horse riders to use - it’s just too
dangerous. A cycling/ commuting route between Stroud and Gloucester is long overdue… the dangerous
overtaking of cyclists by vehicles puts everyone’s lives at risk. (7)
I am totally in support of the proposed network of rights of way, but the traffic has to be slowed down. I
would love to see the road narrowed and cycle lanes installed as well as widening the verges to
accommodate pedestrians & horse-riders. (6)
The B4008 is a vital link between Junction 12 of the M5 and Stroud, which makes road transport the
most important element by a long way. (3)
I see no point in wasting money on 'Multi User' rights of way for so few people to use. (2)
I/my family would certainly make use of safer roadside or off-road cycling to get to work and reach local
services. We don’t use any other means of transport except for our private cars, so more sustainable
options would be welcome.
The benefit of the project to Standish residents could be fairly minimal. There are numerous bus stops
along the B4008 through the village with very regular buses to Stonehouse, Stroud and Gloucester.
The majority of secondary schools for Standish children run their own school buses and these go through
Standish and have pick up points. The church services and few village hall events are poorly attended.
Standish could be adversely affected by the proposals for the creation of Multi User trails. It could
increase the amount of traffic coming into the village for leisure activities. Where would these people
park their cars, horse boxes, trailers, etc.
In the past, horses were using the bridleways throughout the year and they became very tracked up. The
horses then used footpaths and other paths which became tracked up. This resulted in conflict between
the horse riders, pedestrians and the National Trust.
A MUT could encourage motor vehicles to start using the route e.g. Off-roading enthusiasts, go-karting,
motor bike racing etc. The latter is already an issue in Standish Woods.
Local Farmers
Just reduce the speed limit and install cameras before someone is killed on the B4008. (4)
I certainly would not use such a footpath. (3)
I strongly agree with the proposals to improve pedestrian access along the B4008. (3)
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It's a pity we were not on board at the beginning of the proposed plan. (3)
It’s helpful that proposals for the B4008 improvements have been separated from the off-road works. (2)
I would not want to encourage any more use of bridle paths… it would be a big health and safety concern
if there were to be an increased number of riders meeting loaded (farm) vehicles.
a) the B4008 is a heavily used road, b) there are an abnormal number of traffic accidents and c) the
volume of traffic is likely to increase due to the proposed building projects in Stonehouse and Standish.
The route up to Moreton Hill Care Centre and up to the Cotswold Way is not a very safe one for riders,
with too many cars using it as a short cut and at unsafe speeds.
Creating an off-road link to Stonehouse Town, in principle, could be helpful.
This proposal is inconsistent with the recently "adopted" NDP in which the urbanising of Bridal and
footpaths is opposed, as follows:
POLICY EP9: PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY AND WILDLIFE CORRIDORS New development should protect the
existing rights of way network and its ambiance. Where public footpaths or bridleways are routed or
realigned through new development, they should be designed as part of landscaped wildlife corridors
rather than being routed along estate road pavements as part of the highway network.
Who are the Standish residents who wish to visit Shops schools and community services in Stonehouse
using a footpath?
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