BRIDLERIDES

I thought that members might be interested in the riding holiday I had with my horse, Minska, and two friends with their own horses in Autumn 2008.  We used ‘Bridlerides’  (http://www.bridlerides.co.uk/) who provided us with a self guided package for four days over the North Cotswolds.  Bridlerides organised the route to our specification, accommodation for horses and people, luggage transfer, and maps and written route instructions.  Ah yes, and local vet and farrier contact details….

We were dropped off by our hired lorry transport at the first B and B near Naunton and that afternoon went for a ‘petal ride’ of about 6 miles round the very picturesque villages in that area, towards Bourton on the Water.  We soon realised what ‘horsey’ country it is around there, beautiful paddocks, racing and high quality training yards as far as you can see.

The next day we headed off on a 20 mile ride to our evening destination at Withington, near Chedworth.  The first couple of miles took the same route as the previous day and the horses had already sussed which parts were good for a gallop.

Riding along an ancient drove road, though, I heard the tale tell clunk-clunk – Minska had a loose shoe!  My friend had an equi boot but it was in her luggage and we weren’t entirely sure where that was, as it was being transferred to new accommodation at some point during the day.

We eventually united with the equiboot, fortunately it fitted Minska and we were able to continue.  The local farrier (from our list provided by Bridlerides) was incredibly helpful and put the shoe back on for us early the next morning.  A woman, she was very intrigued as to what we were doing – and we were intrigued about her working life in a tough world.

The next day was another 20 mile ride across yet more fantastic riding country, which the horses really loved.  The September weather was just right for riding and the fields had not yet been ploughed, so the going was perfect.  The route was all bridleway with some minor roads, and some excellent pub stops where the horses could have a good munch and even a roll.

Our last day took us to just north of Cheltenham, riding along the edge of the scarp at Cleeve Hill.  The Severn Vale opened out in front of us and we had a true feeling of having travelled across different landscapes.

The B and B proprietors were all really friendly and helpful, with excellent food.  The horses did seem a little bemused at times, as to what would happen next, but as long as they were together they were very happy.  In fact, they all came home incredibly fit and up for more and more!

I have done several different types of holiday with my own horse – hiring a cottage/field for a week, place-to place trips (organised myself) and weekends away riding straight from home.  Bridlerides’ holidays are a little more expensive of course than organising independently, but are good value for money, and offer yet another option.  They take out the hassle especially over unfamiliar country, on place to place rides, where you are looking for luggage transfers.  I would definitely recommend it and hope to do a few days more next time.

Joanna

